
Futureςproof your life
Use less energy

Presentation to
PLaN

2 March 2010

Martin Gibbons MRICS

Vital Energy 



Running order

ÅPeak oil

ÅClimate change & carbon

ÅEnergy Performance Certificates

ÅMoney 



Oil - Price v Demand

ÅPeak oil

ÅJuly 2007 - $65 a barrel

ÅJuly 2008 - $144 a barrel

and Goldman Sachs predicts

$200 a barrel by summer 2009

ÅJuly 2009 - $65 a barrel!



World Climate Change Events
ÅDecember 2009 

Copenhagen UN Summit 

14,000 bureaucrats jet in 

ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴ ŀƴ ά!ŎŎƻǊŘέ

Å[ƻǊŘ {ǘŜǊƴ άLǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΣ 
given that resources will be 
cheaper now than in the future, to 
get the unemployed of Europe 
working on energy efficiencyΦέ



Urban Land Institute conference February 2010

Jean-Pascal van Ypersele

Vice Chairman of the IPCC 

ñThose who do not anticipate the 

investment needed to reach zero-

emissions buildings will be left with a 

stock of inefficient buildings that will be 

very expensive to retrofit.ò

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://english7.springnote.com/pages/555471/attachments/246871&imgrefurl=http://english7.springnote.com/pages/555471&h=2272&w=1704&sz=697&tbnid=MuHlZ9sCuCy1qM:&tbnh=260&tbnw=195&prev=/images%3Fq%3Deffel%2Btower%2Bpictures&hl=en&usg=__3g3LlHtfOy9MXAFhoWF1y5KHd3U=&ei=nYl1S4C6J8eQjAel372eCg&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=1&ct=image&ved=0CAsQ9QEwAA
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The science is challenged

hǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦bΩǎ мΣрлл ǇŀƎŜ 
2007 report no fundamental errors 
have been found



Recent UK Legislation

ÅNovember 2008  The Climate Change Act

/hі ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ оп҈ ōȅ нлнл

/hі ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ул҈ ōȅ нлрл

ÅDepartment for Energy and Climate Change 
formed.  Secretary of State Ed Miliband



9t/ǎ άǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎǎέ

ÅEuropean Directive EPBD 2002

ÅNotional energy performance based on

/hі ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ

ÅFrom 1 October 2008 EPCs required on all 
buildings - FIRST DAY OF MARKETING

ÅValid for 10 years



EPC Implementation

ÅAs at February 2010

Å18% of all residential stock now assessed

Å9% of all commercial stock now assessed

Åbut 64% of commercial on the market is still 
non-compliant

ÅDifferential Business Rates/Council Tax .......?

Residential dwellings 4,165,000

Commercial buildings 146,000



Lessons learnt over past 18 months

ÅAverage Grade D

ÅGrid electricity is an EPC killer

Lighting

Air-conditioning

ÅBuilding age ςpost 2002 and post 2006



How to get a B Grade

ÅListon Court, Marlow 

ÅHighly efficient building services
ÅGood air pressure test
ÅHigh level of insulation


